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PREFACE, 

BY THE EDITOR 



J. HE Reader will observe several expressions in 
this Letter, which evidently shew that it was meant 
to be strictly private and confidential. It is, there^ 
fore, incumbent upon me to explain how it came 
into my hands ; and why (having obtained pos^ 
session of it) I did not forward it to its intended 
destination. 

Returning home one night, after a quiet rubber 
of Whist, through Grosvenor-square, I observed 
a packet (neither sealed^ nor directed on the enve^ 
lope) fall from the window of a Hackney Coach : 
I picked it up, and called to the coachman ; but 
he (misunderstanding me) said he had a fare al- 
ready, and drove faster. I took it home, and read 
through it, when I determined to transmit it and to 
keep the contents thereof secret. However, it so 
happened, that, the next morning, I glanced at the 
preface to ** Doddington's Diary," and it occurred 



IV PREFACE. 

to me that, if the Apology of that Editor was valid, 
it was clearly my bounden duty to give the Public, 
and especially myfriends the Whigs, the benefit of the 
full and satisfactory vindication of their public con- 
duct in the last ten months, contained in the letter 
of Lord Cochrane's Correspondent, whom I would, 
in charity, advise to be more discreet about any 
future letters, because, having published this letter, 
which will probably be followed by others, I have 
thought it advisable to take such precautions, to 
4^nsure:the intercepting of his future letters, as he 

.will hardly have ingenuity to escape. 

R. M. 



INTERCEPTED LETTER, &c. 



Londoittt I9th January t 1828. 

My dear Lord, 

I FfiEL quite ashamed at having so 
kmg delayed to acknowledge the receipt of 
yliiir Lordship's last letter. However, I 
assure you that I did not allow my political 
occupations to prevent me from immediately 
doing myself the honour of executing your 
commissions, a full account of which, toge-f 
ther with all private intelligence likely to 
interest you, your old friend Mrs. Johnson 
has promised me to send you. I shall, there- 
fore, in this letter, confine myself to the 
subject uppermost in my mind (and, if I 
mistake not, in your mind also) — politics. 

Withqut further preface then, we are again 
out of office. This does not surprise me : 
you ^will remember that, in my preceding 
letters^ 1 predicted this result ^ a result, 
which, I am sorry to say, we richly deserve. 
In fact, so many things have lately occurred 
in our party to disgust me, that nothing, but 
the consciousness that I can be of no conse- 
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queoce on the other side, disinclines ine from 
ratting. I say I am conscious that I can be 
of no consequence on the other side, for 
how can it be othervnse in an administration 
formed by the ingenuous Duke of Welling- 
ton, of which administration the most im- 
portant part will probably be composed of 
those *' bigots and bruteSj"^ those greedy 
*' vultures,'^ who, as a proof of tlieir rapa- 
city, resigned enormous incomes and patron- 
age, rather than compromise their princi- 
ples. Its it powi^/e that they will have any 
thing to do with a man, who sold himself to 
one, whom he had been for years reviling ? 
It is not necessary to tell you whether the 
price was a coronet, a silk gown, or a red 
coat ; but what 1 stipulated for I never re- 
ceived after all. (Talking of selling, an old 
broom may be bought cheaper now than at 
this time last year. The reduction in price 
is iattributed by some to the circumstance of 
a friend of our's being so exorbitant that the 
purchaser of one of his brooms could ulti- 
mately only afford to pay but an incon- 
siderable part of the price agreed upon : the 
vender has since been very ill in conse- 
quence, and has evinced a great longing for 
hot rolls, which his physicians say are im- 
proper for him, and, therefore, they will 
not allow him to have any. ^ 
Notwithstanding our discomfiture, we 



liave 9ome consolation in our reach. We 
m^ain havie the mems of recovering the tiM 
of onr patriotism^ and . of amiunng^ ourselves 
1^7 obsenring th« forlorn look of the mighty 
little Petty, who, you remember, is - as 
proud >asXuciferi and also by observing the 
gentle and rasdgaed look of Loyal Brougham^ 
since his wise nose (as ymiF.fVietid the late 
Lord Elleikib^rMtgk uded to term it) has been 
proved to havCibeen :^ ' at faulL'^ Then,; Sir 
Francis Burdett. is sliU a comnwner^ and 
maJTf be' alive at -the Jiea?|i general election ; 
and iSir Robert Wilson's dreams of the red 
doat,: Imd its concomitants, still remain to 
he realized. But leaving these bagtelle matr 
ters for a future letter^ you will like to be 
informed of soine of our intended future 
xiperationS) some idea of which I will en- 
deavour to give you ; and, afterwards, I will, 
<by way of security for wisdom in those 
t)perations) recount to you some of our past 
exploits. I may here as well remind you, 
lest your memory should be treacherous, 
that I do not use the terms " Tory" and 
".Whig^Mn their legitimate sense, but only in 
accordance with modern diction. When I 
speak of a man being a Tory, I mean that 
he is a Whig, " A Constitutional Whig." 
—And, when I speak of men as being 
Whigs, I mean that they are members of that 
incoherent and anomalous faction, which 
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mt^bg^olef'toiitself ithefhbnbur of beingr coiii4 
pcwedbf WliigB indeied r iiutwbidrisiactoalljK 
made iip '(with' Lord iGrey*. and I'a^fen^rother 
iilastrioaft ^exceptidnt:) of meA^ whotard any 
thing^ but 'Whigs; but, who ar6, at'^dif* 
ferfenti times, ^ries Sh theprop&rgenMaf 
the wonl^^Lev^llen^^^^HAt^ Patriots, as tfaey 
¥ldiily> think' i(ini their » disregard of the old 
wise! raaixiibv f'^h&nestyi9 ^ hest jfioUcy^ 
will beiE^^nsii^F their temporary purpose, r 
it is* of great t^onsieq)aeBcei to ns to eonceal 
therbafoatee ofouir^being ietit to the ^^ right 
^bont,^^ "in2:^i eoiiduet, similar to that we 
lut year /Ik/j^y charged the ^^^bigots and 
bmtes^^ witfi.^ We shall, therefore^ take 
adyantage of tl«e credolity^ot rather giil^ 
libility of John Bull/^by insinuating that 
we are the victims of unconstitutional influ-^ 
ence, used by noble* individuals, admitted 
to the honour of spending much of their 
time with his Majesty. Though you never 
had the honour of much associating with 
royalty, your Lordship miwt have often 
heard it remarked, that the present King 
was a most dangerous prince to take libera 
ties with. The idea of any one presuming 
to attempt to secretly influence his Majesty 
will therefore appear preposterous to think-* 
ing minds. But, lest your Lordship should 
misunderstand me, I do not doubt the Tights 
or 1i^6 probability 9 of peers, who are here^ 
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ditarp counsellors of the king, occasionally 
procnring audiences in tli6 urair/ t^nj^ ; and^ 
at those audiences, fearlessly bot respect-^ 
fic^ly expressing their honest opinions. 

The extreme popularity of his Majesty^ 
at the present moment^ obiiges us to take a 
little time io consider about the estpedienej^ 
6f another part of our plan. We intend^ 
1(6 far as the law will allow with safety, to 
insin^iiite thisi that, and the other, against 
tfiM monarTohi whom lately we have been 
blattering with our hollow praise, after 
the ftehion of the first years of the Regency: 
Only we aire not yet agreed whether wef 
ought, in prudence, to suspend the execu-^ 
tlori> of this project till a more conyenient 
season or not. 1 only hofie that Brougham, 
so eminently distinguished for bad judg^ 
moMt, (as his Liverpool speech alone abun^ 
dantly testifies, unless his secret motive was 
to injure his friend Cannings) will not be 
consulted. 

^ But the grand rubs of all must obviously 
be in Paliament. There we shall attempt 
(impotently enough no doubt) to prove, 
what we ourselves do not believe, that the 
*^ bigots and brutes,'^ who composed the 
Liverpool administration, who (we were 
pleased to say J invariably opposed liberty 
^nd humanity, and eneouiaged despotism, 
most, in consistency, support us in our doe- 



trines as to the extent we are bound by mt 
memorable treaty of alliance with Russia 
and France, ostensibly, according to oar 
doctrines, in defence of those disgustiag 
wretches the " fine noble Greeks ;" but, by 
BO means^ ^ exclusively in defence of tbenii 
m the o}>inion of every man <!tf cotsHimu 
liense. That Lord Xiverpool wished to sae 
a stop put jto. the efiusiiin of blood between 
the Turks and the Gr^ek^ js true; but th^ 
whole of Lord f JUirerpQol'S fpp]itic$il life 
pi^ves that: he never; would, have carried 
his zeal, to serve the Greeks (who, by the 
way, are ten times as vicious in every re- 
spect as the Turks are), so far as to forget 
the importance of preserving that '' baloMce 
<yf power ^^\ which this country has, or at 
least \Aa4, the power of preserving. Russia, 
it is true, disclaims all intention of aggran*- 
dizement, and she would not be very wise to 
do otherwise ; but some will find it hard to 
believe her. However, we must pretend to 
believe her professions, though^ between 
otiTselves^ our argument .will be a very 
ilimsy one. It is easy to understand the 
Emperor of Russia arriving at Constanti*- 
nople, in pursuance of a treaty, expressly 
disclaiming the total separation of the 
Greeks from the Turkish sovereignty, and 
with his own separate manifesto or dis^ 
4:laimer to boot; but^ after all these pre- 
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liminaries (for they wcmld torn out to be 
tiothitag bnt preliminaries) are settled, what 
gecurity is there that the Rossian Autocrat 
shall return quietly to his dominions? We 
all know how easy it is for an ingenious 
statesman to conjure up circumstances ap-- 
paretMp not contemplated at the time ^of 
the ratifidsition of a treaty » And, curiously 
enongbv one part of our coiMtl^ii^ . argru* 
ment is» that we, as well as France^ joined 
Kmssiay because we foresaw that, if we did 
Vk€ft, Russia would assist the Greeks single 
banded. If former statesmen have at all 
understood international law, nothing can 
justify a foreign power interfering about the 
manner in which the Turkish Grovemment 
•may choose to govern its undoubted sub- 
jects, except that foreign power experi^ 
encing injury to itself from such mode of 
government. Our claim to the Irish is^ no 
^better than the claim of the Pdrte to the 
^Greeks: now, if Turkey was to say to 
England " alter your treatment of the Irish 
in such and such respects, or I shall compel 
you,*' we should laugh at the vanity of the 
threat because of the comparative weakness 
of the Porte •; but could we, after our re- 
cent dogmas, deny her right to interfere? 
^You see then, my Lord, that we, the pure, 
disinterested, consistent, and wise Whigs, 
we, yt^Q have roared so long and so lustily 
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tSL^Amstthe principlte of th« ^ttotfg sktwdkiai^ 
the weiik>-^that even we stand pledgped fifiral 
heticefoFward 'to the doctrine that, vtiroa^ 
it is criminal to attack a man wcii abie:ii 
difend himself^ yet that a strong mam lafiia 
tfhaf Hght to knock down the first pun§ 
weak man he meets, who hn&\pir€suimed1» 
framii tales for the r^ulation !of kisfitmiljit^ 
not althgetker accs/rding to tke strong man's 
ideas of ^comfort. ' Onr right, and the right 
of Russia and France to interfere with tke 
Porte being ^ now estaiblisbed, .seeing that 
Turkey is' the weakest of the four, we are 
^till encumbered with difficulties at every 
turn. We can hardly avow that we doubt 
the sincerity of Russia in her . disclaiming 
i>eing actuated by ambitious motives, b&- 
cause that Would be proclaiming that we 
have allied ourselves by treaty) with her, 
atid yet that all the time we think her capa- 
ble of viol^ing the provisions of tkat very 
treaty^ if, at any future period, she should 
think it her interest so to do. If, on the 
other hand, we say that we have confidence 
in the good faith of Russia, what becomes 
of the danger of her assisting the Greeks 
single handed ? There are a variety of other 
views of this subject, which 'might be taken, 
<ev«n adinitting what has never been proved, 
that Russia would have attempted much, 
for some time to come, in .defiance of 
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JBnglMidf AdiMvtati and Fnqce; m^ lof Eng^ 
laqd «IMe9i bM yiHL vill we MiHNMh^ 

geti|ier>?i9Jth> tiie ekposMe^^of'itheiisbi^is^ 

some time past, been ercowiwly^ antiojmi 
by several leadingr ditielM ^nd Irtten invlhe 
MoirajngldPofitiand dtberpapera;! ;Aa to one 
cMKRqMiidetitbfth^MMrniagFost, sigaiiig 
bimse]^r^:^(rtii,?' >X have too . hesitation in 
sarfin^'ithat he ought to be banged^ lam 
inii$nned ^hat'he eaosed mt least one ^cor^ 
^espoademt of the Courieir to die of a broken 
heart;! but it is only fair to add, that some 
of the wags at Brooke's have a different 
v««iion of the matter: they say, thatZeta 
only " cat him to pieces/^ 
- However, there are many^ who are not 
Whigs, and who are of opinion, . that the 
disputes between the Greeks and the Turks 
bad become a nuisance to other nations* 
Admitting this for the sake i>f argument, 
and also (what I believe is a fact) fliat Lord 
Liverpool was of tbat opinion, there is 
some difference between taking measures to 
bring about a change of system,' ; in a man->- 
iker which would leave our fiiemdshipyvith 
an 4>1d and faithful ally undisturbed, and 
proceedii^ in the outragtoue^ ' and stupid 
manner in which we uient to worh. . 
^ In paite^ng lirom tbe Turkish question' to* 
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the temaming parti of this lette#, L will, if 
yottirTll not think it indelicate' to^k^lBPO,! pit^ 
it to youv JiiOrdship to say, whether^ iii\y<Mtf- 
penonai' intercourae with the Oreeksi«<|fof' 
have not seei much mare ^fitheldiaga^H^l 
than .the pleannifv ' * *• -* ^< \\ 'm>.\^>** 

We intend 'to take all the advantage w^t 
can of otLT being '' out/' to mak^ (the pubtie ^ 
snpyose that we meaiit to haye done won^ 
dersy if we had remained in office; bdti 
with the host of talent arrayed against n% 
we shall; I sospect^ meet with but poor suo-^ 
cess. At all events* it is a good thing for 
the country that we are so soon discarded i 
we shoiild only have made matters worse by 
continuing in office. In your time, we had 
a Fox, a Grattan, a Ponsonby, and a few 
others ; but now, we have not (with the ex- 
ception of Earl Grey, who is too high-mind- 
ed to be of any use to us) a single statesman 
in either house, who has the least title to^' 
the name. Between ourselves, Mr. Peel is 
the man the country looks up to : he is an' 
honest man, a man of good and very im- 
proving abilities, and a man ardently at-^' 
taehed to the institutions of his country. 
Mr, PeAl knows, (and so we know; but 
then, being obliged to pretend to think 
otherwise, our knowledge is of no benefit to 
the nation) that a most r^d support of the 
rights of the Aristocracy is the best guarantee 
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ftr.4beJ#ite4€n«tfi^ of t^ rigkUi baikf^ 
tie crewn and of the peajdeJUManufee^ 
JMl^mifeel! is > incapable^) in^hen^ ant i of office, 
o£ hdhdeKng.^himsetf ridkalbhs; by makitt^ 
pledgetiiiivliii^h:; /if beitedeenled'tiiein'wheifc 
he retarded r to officd^ must secufe^the down* 
fall of the iBkfnamh)f.M I tak^iit for granted 
Ibat there is Ino Whig, capable of discover* 
ing{that;tiro and .ttro -ihake foiir» who is not 
impressed irivith the conviction, that in 
England the Grown and the Coronet must 
stand' or faHi together : . else, why do we, 
when we s^re most anxious to annoy the ad- 
visers .of the Crown, invariably begin by 
endeavouring to prejudice the lower orders^ 
against the' Nobility f 

^With regaird to foreign affairs, it is hardly 
possible to conceive any thing more im- 
potent than our party* Now, without men^ 
tioiiing another name among the Tories, tb^ 
Duke of Wellington is a tower of strength : 
his own experience^ coupled with his great 
intimacy with the late Marquess of London^ 
dOrrff, (perhaps the cleverest public man, 
though not the best spe^er, since the days^ 
of Pitt) certainly entitieis him to the first 
rank sjtmong those well versed in foreign 
afl^irs. .; .; ; v 

Talking of the Duke of Wellington, our 
ah^rtiie attempts; to make the J>uke un«^ 
popular, iniijiri?(/tale/y sv^oeeded by the most 
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ibkMme ptiities «fibQ>ottr tiavt»/'4iM'm:linM 
hidieroiur effect:- '■'>; %?:'■: t-^ ^'a% 

Bnt it is not altogether bad for lia tUatdds 
Majesty hcus obliged job to ^^atscomdJ^ ^^itm 
had . cotttimked- m I office, what ia> ridiciilaiiv 
figure^ nitist w«\'aot have cot^ aboorifci'Mil 
friendfi, the Papitte and the Dtissentera ii»l 
forget whether, in mf last letter;^::! toU 
yonr JLopdsfaip emJIdewtiaUyi tbati;>'nftsr 
Lord Liverpool's illness^ his Majestyv^'K^ 
inembering bis Coronation Oath , * and ' mar 
many ^ kind vj^ees to the Churchy could. bM 
reconcile it with his conscience, liiair .#e 
should dispense the Church Patroliage. ' -i .^ 

It has not tnoispired whether the se^end 
sees, and other dignities and beAefieeeij 
which* became vacant, were filled up^ bc^ 
cording to the recommendation of those pre^' 
lates, who are privy couhsellors^ or whether 
tbey were not : certain, however, itis,:rtl»t 
such was the King's confidence in us, tbai 
we icould anfy now imd then promote onecff 
our own partisans, and our success neotr 
e^xtended to the iprocnrhig a bishopric, ^q 
be suroy we pretend that 0octor Copleston 
IS indebted to nis ; but few there are, it is to 
be hoped for the/ honour of common sengef 
who will believe us. In the first place, 'n» 
man was mohe lift^/y than Doctor Copleston 
to be promoted, if Lord Liverpool's h^alfh^ 
had contimied J Wha mAde kirn a Dean?^ 
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Seeandly^ wbateirer he may have formerli^ 
professed. Doctor Copleston has not beea 
considered hy us one of (mt party for a con* 
siderable. time past ; and. Thirdly, it is. a 
£i€t that we strained every nene^ to ge^^ 
I>actor Maltby into:the see to which BoctcdK 
Coplei^n has been lately appointed ; and: 
this leads me to explain why we were sot 
anxions to succeed in this attempt. Ta 
avow that y»e carried our place-i-hunting pro* 
pensities to such aik ultra degree, as to con-r 
sent to take office upon the unconstitutional 
(I was going to say monstrous) condition^ 
that we should be responsible for the dis->. 
posal of patronage, dispensed by an in-^ 
dividual, or by individuals, not responsible^ 
was too absurd (if not indecent) for even a* 
Whig. .We, therefore, are almost compelled 
to go on pretending" that, in every Episcopal 
appointment i/tinug- our reign, the fortunate 
individual was a man after our own hearts.^ 
And your Lordship will easily see in what a^ 
pretty predicament this must sooner or later 
place us. Every Bishop, whom we are 9t4^ 
p0Md to have appointed, was previously t 
pledged against conceding the Popis^» 
Okiims 11!!! O'donnell, Shiel, & <;;o. ai^; 
sorvbusy at present with some new nonsensicali 
farragos^ previous to the accustomed farc^/ 
of \ pretending to sincerely endeavour to 
Obtain what is absurdly jcallfd .(/atholicr 
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Binandipation^ that they pretend i!0 operbth 
thisdrcumstance. Batwemaypleadthesligbt 
atonement of playing the almost annual 
farce of blnstering^ fuming^ raging, threat- 
oiingr ^* &c*> seeing, that bis Mi^iesty 
has removed our harness from our backs, 
and. very great simpletons will the Papists 
be, if they are diverted from atir meann^g 
by this pitiiiil Irick. Much as Mr. O'Con- 
Bell may, in summer^ prefer a light silk gown 
to a stuff one, we €lared not stir an inch in 
favour of the Romish Church, if we had 
remained in office, without jftrst securing a 
large m^ority agmnst tis, which we coold 
easily have done, because there is so little 
public confidence in our party, when in of- 
fice, that our ascendancy, short-^lived as it 
was, made the Koman Catholic Q^uestion 
retrogade at least one century. t 

We shall also talk as if we had ^mou^i^ 
intended, had we remained in ofiice, to 
carry the repeal of the '' Corporation and 
Test Acts,^' and the "Unitarian Marriage 
Bill/^ God knows nothing was farther from! 
our thoughts than either of them ! Talking 
of the "Corporation and Test Acts,'* Mrs. 
Johnson will send your Lordship, among 
other things, Bishop Sherlock's Arguments 
upon the subject lately reprinted here, 
which, as I think, will much interest you. * 
' Il;ii$^iby no means a bad rule to judge ^ of 
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the sincerity of a man's professionf iu large 
things^ by observing his conduct in small 
^analogous matters. Before we came into of- 
fice, any honest simpleton would have felt 
confident that, if ever we attained office. 
Sir Robert Wilson would be instantly re- 
stoi^ed to the Army, that your Lordship 
would be restored to the Navy, and to the 
Order of the Bath ; and also that Mr. Den-> 
man would have immedfiaiely ohtmneA a silk 
gown. Either we had the power to do these 
things J or we had not. If we had, what 
can we say for not having done so? If we 
Jmd not, was it not most abominable mean^ 
ness in us to consent to tahe office upon terms 
incompatible with performing what we used 
to, call acts . 4jf justice, to say nothing of 
promises made by us? Mr. Denman 
(Brougham's senior and superior J evidently 
felt himself ill-used by us; and your Lord* 
ship Aoff, no doubt, expressed to Sir Francis 
Burdett the greatest surprise that he should 
not have bestowed a thought upon his dear 
friend Cochrane, in his celebrated ^^ sine qua 
nonJ^ 

.Another awkward situation we avoid, at 
tbe expense of our salaries and patronage^ 
arises from the present state of the revenue^ 
coupled with the debt : we can now swear 
that we never intended to keep £auth with 
the public creditor, though all well-informed 

b3 



20 

people know that, dnring this reign^ (to sajr 
nothing of futnre reigns,) those in office (be 
they who they may) will be puzzled to do 
otherwise. 

The ** Finance Committee/^ the idea of 
which originated with Lard Liverpool^ and 
which we stole from him to use as a catch at 
popolarity, cuts two ways with reference to 
our recent dismissal. Whatever our suc- 
cessors do about it, we may find fault with, 
for, asi even we ourselves did not know upott 
what principles we should proceed, it is evi** 
dent that we stand pledged to no details.' 
It did not, your Lordship may rest assured, 
consist with our genius to do the country any 
real service, in that or in any other Com- 
mittee: we might, it is true, h^\e played off^ 
to the galleries a little, but that would have 
been the extent of our labours. However, 
I should not be surprised to see our suc-^ 
ceissors procure a committee, who will do 
something more than produce a rigmarole 
report. 

Another question, our hypocrisy upon 
which we should have shown more fully, 
had we remained in office, is the question of 
Reform in Pari lament. We now can make 
as great a bluster about that as ever, and, so 
determined are we upon this point, that 
stentorian lungs, seasoned with impudence, 
are already at a higher premium. 
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But why do I single out this question^ and 
that question ? for upon almost every ques« 
tion we may do something brilliant, perhaps 
now and then at the expense of making 
ourselves ridiculous ; but what of that ? I 
will, therefore, proceed to tell you some of 
those things, upon the part of our own party, 
which have annoyed me, and to which I re- 
ferred in the former part of my letter. 

We lost, as your Lordship knows, the 
chance of coming in upon something like 
honourable terms, by our coalition with 
Canning, at the wise suggestion of that dis^ 
interested adept in humble co-operation — 
Brougham. His brother is, doubtless, con- 
vinced of his disinterestedness, if no one 
else is! ! ! With regard to offices, which 
might possibly have been held by that Atim* 
ble individual, there is a fable entitled ^^ the 
Fox and the Grapes.'^ 

Then, after we were in, will you not agree 
with me that 1 was right in objecting to 
Tierney holding office ? This, of itself, af- 
ter his past long public life, and particularly 
his solemn professions within the last ten 
years cionceming the degree of union upon 
the Roman Catholic and Reform questions^ 
which he should require as his '^ sine qua 
non"^ from any cabinet so impotent as to 
thiiik him worth having, was sufficient to 
bring any administration into contempt. 
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I wonder that Lord Godericb^ who is 
ly an estimable and honourable man, 
not see this. Tierney, who seesis to 
previously determined to say nothing, pe|] 
haps because '' having nothing to mj^^ 
through shame, (but upon second thoof^^ 
it could hardly be shame : more probably, 
as he thought himself too old for office upon 
any terms, even the above " sine qua nm^ 
seven years ago, he now thinks himself too 
old for speaking,) took care, however, io 
secure a snug thing for his son, and he has, 
therefore, by some of us, been called the 
*^ sly fox,'' a more substantial title than the 
title the fox in the fable acquired. I sup* 
pose it is an even bet whether a speech Arom 
him or from contented Brougham would, in 
the ensuing session, occasion the greatest 
hilarity. 

Another blundering thing we did was ad- 
mitting Mr. Herries into our patchwork 
cabinet, (Lord Lyndhurst being already in 
it.) Mr. Herries's admission was a certain 
prelude^ in the opinion of all thinking men, 
to our expulsion. But though it is evident 
that we ought not, upon any principle of 
common sense, to have admitted Mr. Herries 
amongst us, yet can no reproach attach to 
him, seeing that he came not in hypocrisy 
to us : he made no secret of his principles, 
though we did of ouft principles (if princi- 
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^Vyn^ can be called:) we threw him off 

1^ gaard by ofir pledges that our condQct 
^ilk office should not essentially differ from 
ntord Liverpool's ; but after he had been 
^ Vith as a certain time, we vainly thought 
•we were too strong for the king, and we hit 
•"lupon the truly wise expedient of endea- 
^ vouring to drive Mr. Herries out in disgust, 
^' .by offering him an indignity almost without 
^ ^parallel among gentlemen* I cannot con*- 
> ;ceive how Mr, Herries escaped eontaminar 
^ 'tion with such associates ; but thiett he has 
-escaped is proved by otir deeming him wor- 
thy of the high honour of our vituperation. 
Much as we mw^ secretly respect Mr. Her- 
ries for his high-minded and frank conduct, 
when amongst us, I do not see how we can 
do otherwise (if I propose a wiser line of 
conduct I am sure to be left in a minority) 
than frequently excite in him smiles of 
contempt by the grossness and personality 
of our language. 

To countervail Mr. Herries's appointment, 
in case he should not leave us as soon as we 
wished, we, concluding that his Majesty's 
memory was so much impaired, that we 
might, with safety, venture to propose the 
admission of Lord Holland (! ! !) into his 
councils, recommended his Lordship ac- 
cordingly. This was sagacity worthy of a 
statesman, who, under the pretence of sav- 
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ing thirty thonsand a year^ disbanded Ael "^ 
yeomanry cavalry. Mighty as little Pelif | < 
has been, his day is, I fear, over ; dd 
this disbanding frolic Cl suppose meamt In 
mark his preference for a lar^e sianiklf 
army) may probably only lead to the tB- 
stant re-embodying of the truly meritorious 
yeomanry cavalry of Great Britain. 

I have already expressed my opinion that, 
upon several points, we are gainers by om 
expulsion from office. If I am right in 
this opinion, it follows that the Tories are 
returned too soon for their best interests} 
and, really, we have so unhinged public 
matters in the last ten months, that it is 
wonderful that his Majesty could jprocnre 
such able successors to us. Were I a Tory, 
and could influence my party, I would have 
said, *' Refuse office for the present. Let 
the Patriots reign a little longer, not mere- 
ly to add to their list of follies, for, God 
knows, their absurdities have been nu- 
merous enough, but that the two or three 
individuals, who, possibly, are still un- 
willing to believe that they never meant to 
redeem any of their pledges, may have no 
excuse for continuing sceptical/' Ambition 
could never prompt men of sense to take of- 
fice at the present time, so pregnant with 
difficulty, through our ignorant or worse 
mode of conducting the government. A 
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f<.amuch more probable motive is to save the 

vcountry from the horrors of any farther in- 

>rtttction of Whig Rulers. As to that truly 

^Venevable, -wise, and patriotic nobleman, 

..ithe Earl of Eldon, if he becomes a member 

4>f the new cabinet, the idea of his being 

iactuated, in his return, by any interested 

motive, ought to be too ridiculous for even 

ns to advance. 

As 1 know I can depend upon your Lord- 
ship to keep the contents of this letter secret, 
I will just mention to you a few salutary 
lessons, which, if 1 was of their number, I 
should wish the Tories to derive from the 
events of the past year. For some time 
past, the Tories, conscious of their integrity ^ 
and feeling their superiority over our state 
dabblersj have too much neglected oratory. 
True it is that a very clever man may be 
a bad speaker, and that a good speaker 
may have abilities for little else (Lawyer 
Brougham once at Glasgow exposed to the 
students the humbug of speechifying ;) but 
they are only the thinking few, who are ca- 
pable of understanding how it is possible 
that a dry inelegant speech shall be a re- 
futation of a speech delivered in an animated 
manner, and abounding with elegant phra- 
, seology . If we refer to the history of former 
periods, we shall invariably find that the 
temporary triumph of a kumbug party has 



26 

elicited talent from their opponente^ whid 
lyas previously so latent that the posfiiesson 
of it had not the least reputation for abilttits 
or eloquence. If the Tories are wise, they 
will shake off all indolence, and secure oi 
their side their due share of eloquence. 
There is one young member of the House erf 
Commons, (Lord Castlereagfa,) who has not 
hitherto spoken very often ; but I observed 
that the Duke of Wellington publicly' spoke 
of him as a rising young man. The Duke 
is, I suspect, no bad judge ; and I am surif 
he is too high-minded to have expressed snch 
a sentiment, merely for the sake of flattering 
the vanity of the son of his friend. If Lord 
Castlereagh deserves the complimeitty he 
will, no doubt, as a real patriot, see the 
propriety of eonlintiiitsr to cultivate his ta* 
lents: other truly patriotic young men will 
doubtless follow his example. (Talking: of 
patriots, we, when in office, had, owing to 
the great confidence of his Majesty in us, so 
little patronage at our bona fide disposal, 
that, if we had cpntinued in office much 
longer, we should have made patriots of Sir 
Robert Wal pole's* kind by hundreds. When 
we were in office more than twenty years 
ago, we were, to use a phrase of Mr. Fox's, 
only '* three in a bed ;'' but the last time we 

* Sir Robert Walpole used to say that^ whenever he refused an imperti- 
nent or an imfnnoperreqaesty immediately afterwards up started a " patriot^ 
in the person of the applicant 
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bad at least ten applicants for every va^- 
cant situation.) 

But the younger Tories must not run 
away with the idea that every kind of elo- 
quence is useful. Eloquence, to be of any 
value, must be free, both from meretricious 
ornaments, and from sophistry. Were I a 
Tory, I would recommend them to take Mr. 
Pitt's style as their model. Elegant as was 
Mr. Pitt's language, he never lost sight of 
the fact that it was of much more im^ 
portance that his reasoning should be sound 
and clear. And I would also (were I of 
their number J earnestly entreat them not to 
allow dinners, routs, or any private occupa- 
tions to prevent them from attending the 
House« not only on what are called ^^ great 
nights,'' but at all times. This would be 
a mean whereby to acquire habits of busi^- 
ness and practical knowledge: the labours 
of Parliament would then be lighter, as 
there would be less blundering legislation. 
How much of every session is there not con^ 
sumed in amending bills, passed in the pre^ 
ceding session, replete with blunders and 
stupidity, lam convinced that the legiti-* 
mate and necessary business of Parliament 
might be got over in three months, or in 
less time, which expedition would enable 
Ministers to perform their official duties in 
a less hilling way. It is really melancholy 
to reflect upon the number of public men> 
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whose physical energies have been totally 
destroyed in a few years. The system should 
be altered. 

Another important thing to impress upon 
the minds of the Tories is the necessity of 
union, if they wish to preserve strength • A 
^^ house divided against itself ^^ never did 
stand for any length of time, and we have 
divine authority for saying that it never can. 
To thosb poor-spirited wretches, whose only 
concern is the satisfying of their gr^^^i/^ appe- 
tites for the ^' loaves and fishes,^^ who are 
loudest in their execrations against demo- 
cracy, when the Tories are in power, but, 
who are ready to enrol themselves at a mo- 
ment's notice under the banner of any un- 
principled adventurer, who may acquire a 
temporary ascendency, it would be useless 
^were 1 a Tory) to say a word ; but lately 
there have been instances of well-ajffeeted in- 
dividuals, who deviated from their princi- 
ples at that moment when they ought to have 
been most tenacious oi them. To such well- 
meaning persons I would (were I a Tory) 
address myself, with all the powers of per>- 
suasion I was master of, to induce them t# 
resolve to be more firm — nay, manly — ^for thfe 
future. As truly independent men, it is to 
their credit to separate themselves from their 
former party, if that party has repudiated 
its principles, — a charge which, with refer^^ 
ence to the events of the last year, they can- 
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not bring, as the only excuse they offeree^ 
-was, that the ^' thing of shreds and patches ^^^ 
intended to accommodate itself to Lord Li- 
verpooFs policy, which excuse proves that 
they respected the Liverpool Cabinet to the 
last. In all systems there must be parties, 
and it is idle in those who are not with the 
leader of one party to say they are not against 
him, unless they live in the greatest privacy 
and retirement. How much more honourable 
was Lord Grey's separation from his party; 
occasioned by inconsistencies o^ so flagrant 
a die as to give his Lordship a perfect right 
in consistency y to continue the separation,* 
and to give a share of his support to a Tory 
Government, as being, in his opinion, com-^ 
posed of men rather more like true Wh^ 
than those from whom he had hoped better 
things ! Between ourselves, I should not be 
surprised if it turns out that ^ome other quon-- 
dam Whigs are ashamed of our duplicity and 
interested conduct in the last year. But to 
return, 

The Tories should be very cautious never 
to suffer themselves to be led away by any 
dirty feelings of jealousy or selfishness. They 
should bear in mind that we have so disor- 
ganized (as usual when we have been ever so 
short a time in office) public niatters, that 
the situation of the prime minister (be he 
who he may) must be at first a very arduouH 
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6ni0, lat bis friends conduct themselves in 
ever sd moderate and disinterested a fnanner. 
Instead of doing as we did> rendering the 
treasury patronage an exciter of contentions 
and heart burnings^ they should us^ the 
greatest delicacy in advancing er^n a just 
elaim. Their emulation should beyr—not t« 
excel one another in having what is ealUd 
good interest with the minister^ — but theut 
emulation should be to excel one another Vk 
zealously serving their King and country 
from motives superior to a mercenary or sor^ 
did spirit. Thus would the government be^ 
come more and more consolidated^ and» 
eventually, arrive at that mature degree of 
strength which would enable it, with the 
blessing of divine providence, to defy our 
puny efforts, be they ever so malignant m 
design. 

Thus far, my Lord, have I written ; but I 
shall keep my letter open for a few days^ by 
which time the new premier and others will 
probably be officially appointed and gazet-^ 
ted. 

February 1st. 

The new Cabinet has, at length, been con- 
stituted, and I must acknowledge to your 
Lordship that I was, at first, somewhat sur- 
prised to find the Duke of Wellington gazet- 
ted as ** first Lord of the Treasury,*' not only 
because his Grace, last year, expressed 
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self, with the greatest diffidence, concerning 
his capability for it ; but also because, one 
would have thought, the situation of Com- 
mander-in-Chief must be more congenial to 
his feelings. But it appears that there was 
difficulty in the way of such arrangement as 
the Duke naturally contemplated (so much 
for the overweening ambition of his col- 
leagues^ and that his friends were unani-* 
mously of opinion that he ought to sacrifice 
his personal antipathy to being premier to the 
public convenience and good. We endear 
voured to make the most of this by charging 
the Duke with inconsistency, merely because 
last year he was not puffed up with vanity 
and conceit ; but finding our arguments upon 
this head only laughed at, we have raised a 
greater clamour against the principle of any 
friend of his Grace being a member of a. com- 
mission to execute the office of Commander- 
in-Chief; — that is to say, that we wish to slip 
a Whig into the office of Commander-in- 
Chief, which most assuredly we shall not 
do. Between ourselves, the circumstance of 
appointing great personal friends of the Duke 
looks like any thing rather than a desire on 
his part to continue virtually in command of 
the Army . Suppose his Grace to have a wish 
like that imputed to him, would he not at« 
tain his object much better by /iicrcAam^ 
some of our timeserving gentry ? 



32 

Mr. Peel (one of the best home secretaries 
England ever produced) returns to his former 
situation. We have been very busy in en- 
deavouring to make the public believe that 
his Majesty has a personal dislike to him. 
None, however, but the contemptibly credu- 
lous will believe us. Putting out of the 
question, the fact that his Majesty possesses 
too much good sense and taste to harbour any 
feeling of the kind, Mr. Peel is not the man 
to wish to obtrude his unwelcome services 
upon the Sovereign. Why then, (it may be 
asked,) is Mr. Peel not prime minister ? As 
I am not a Tory, your Lordship eanhot ex- 
pect me to speak with certainty upon this 
point, but there are many probable (xierhaps 
I ought to say obvious) reasons why it was 
natural that the King should, of the two^ pre* 
fer the Duke of Wellington, whose personal 
influence with foreign governments must, in 
a crisis like the present, be most valuable. 
This characterism alone of the present pre- 
mier, will, I am persuaded, tend to impart 
so much vigour and dignity to his M^jesty^s 
councils, that I will not prolong Mi^ letter by 
further speculating upon the cause of the 
King's choice. I observe one great proof of 
conscious strength in looking over the list af 
the new Cabinet, viz., in the fact that the 
JL)uke has dispensed with the services of some 



33 

of the most powerful of the disinterested and 
patriotic " Vicars of Bray/' 

We have also been very busy iji circulating 
the absurd rumours that the Duke of Wel- 
lington is shy of the Earls of £ldon and West- 
morland. As to the first, who received, last 
year, a magnificent present from his Majesty 
at the moment we were asserting that the 
King was highly displeased with him, our 
ridiculous insinuation has been already con- 
futed; and you may rest assured that Lord 
Westmorland, after nearly fifty years of po- 
litical steadiness, can only be without office 
now by his own desire. 

* Aboutthe Roman Catholic question, though 
I am a Whig, I am almost sick of wasting a 
thought upon it, so hypocritical is our party 
about it. Last year, under the pretence of 
not embarrassing the government, we post- 
poned it till this year ostensibly, though, if 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop 
of London were authorized to make the de- 
claration they did, without any sincere ex- 
pectation of ever carrying the question in this 
reign. A man must be a driveller, who sup- 
poses that the Roman Catholic Question will 
ever be carried through our assistance ; but, 
as talking is not very troublesome, we are 
just now making some little *stir, stupidly 
thinking that, by so doing, we shall embar- 
rass the King and his Government. It is im- 
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possible for me to say what will be the con- 
duct of Tory Legislators, as I am not in their 
secrets ; but, were I one of them^ nothing 
should induce me to condescend to speak in 
reply (this session) upon the Popish question) 
the Question of the Kepeal of the Corpora- 
tion and Test Acts (the Kepeal of which the 
King cannot consistently assent to with his 
views of the Coronation Oath), or any other 
question in favour of which we were pledged 
not to stir when we were in office. No I I 
would let the Patriots, in the plenitude of 
their hypocrisy, talk, and fume^ and rage, 
as long as they pleased ; but my aaly reply 
should be by my vote. It is really Hlly to 
honour insincere advocates with any. notice 
more troublesome. 

Brougham, to recover some of his losfrpo^ 
pularity, has given notice that he means to 
take in hand the melioration of the Lasm 
Courts. Where is he to borrow the necessapy 
temper and judgment to get through his 
task ? And Mr. Hobhouse has expressed an 
intention to move for the thanks of the House 
of Commons to Sir Edward Codringrton. He 
willy I suppose, as a matter of course, alter 
his mind. 

I will not trouble your Lordship at present 
with any observations upon the King's Speech, 
and consequent debates, which I send you 
with this letter. 
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Lords Aberdeen and Ellenfoorough are 
doubtless a great acquisition to the Cabinet, 
to which (being composed of honourable 
men) L&rd Melvilfe returns, as a matter of 
course. You may conceive the beautiful 
notions of honour prevalent in oar party by 
the fact that we have asserted, over and over 
again, in private, and even in public, that 
his Lordship's adherence to his principles^ 
through evil as well as through good report^ 
had effectually closed the door of office against 
him for ever. 

Mr. Huskisson retains his situation, but 
having carried this letter already to so great 
a length, I must beg to defer my observations 
about him till my next. 

I send your Lordship all the newspapers, 
which I think likely to interest you. In 
those on our side you will observe very little 
argument, though an abundance of the lying 
and of the dogmatical. This, I am grieved 
to confess, forebodes the strongest govern^ 
ment this country has had/or many years. 

Believe me to be, ever. 
My dear Lord, 
With the greatest esteem, 
Your's most faithfully. 
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• P.S. I have just read an able Pamphlet 
entitled, **The necessity of the Corporation 
and Test Acts maintained/^ which I shall 
take care to add to Mrs. Johnson's parcel. 

To the Right Hon. 
Lord Cochrane, 
&c. &c. &c. 
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